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Book Title:  The Tabernacle of David

Part I. The history and significance.
Chapter Eight: The Majestic Temple of Solomon

At the start of Solomon’s reign as king, both the Tabernacle (mishkan)
 of David on mount Zion and the Tabernacle (ohel)
 of the Moses
 on the high place at Gibeon
 were still engaged in their separate ministries. Solomon was determined to carry out his father’s epic desire. David had longed to build a permanent structure, a Temple, or “house (bayith)
 of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD and for the footstool of our God” (1 Chron. 28:2) on Earth. But there was too much blood on David’s hands (1 Chron. 22:8). His son, Solomon as king, would “build a house for the name of the LORD” (2 Chron. 2:1a KJV) and “a royal capital” referring to his own palace (2 Chron. 2:1b AMPC). David had lavishly prepared for this endeavor. He passed on the temple architectural specifications, “the pattern of all that he received by the Spirit” (1 Chron. 28:11-12) very much like Moses received on mount Sinai. David had visualized the Temple by divine inspiration and recorded the details for his son. David also warehoused an enormous stock of gold and other precious metals for this grand dwelling place (1 Chronicles Chapter 22). Finally, the Temple was built but not on mount Zion and not in the high place of Gibeon but at a new location, mount Moriah, Jerusalem, North of mount Zion with a great history.  
It was on mount Moriah (Gen. 22:2) that Abraham had been obediently willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, at the LORD’s command (Gen. 22:10). His willingness was accounted as accomplished. Through covenant with Abraham, the LORD thereafter had the legal right to sacrifice His own Son on Earth for all mankind later at Golgotha just a few hundred feet North of mount Moriah. Moriah was also the mount upon which David had built “an altar at the threshingfloor of Araunah (or Ornan) the Jebusite” (2 Sam. 24:18-25, 2 Ch. 3:1) to halt a devastating plague that had already stolen the lives of 70,000. The plague was prompted by David’s pride in numbering Israel’s natural military power (2 Sam. 24:1)—a census upon which he could boast as king. But he repented. The LORD accepted his sacrifice and healed the land. Mount Moriah became sacred ground by these sacrifices made there. This mount Zion and mount Moriah are side by side in Jerusalem.
1 Great is the LORD,
 and highly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, 2 Fair and beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth—Mount Zion [the City of David], to the northern side [Mount Moriah and the temple], the [whole] city of the Great King!
 [Matt. 5:35] (Psalm 48:1-2 AMPC by the sons of Korah) [author’s addition]
Solomon chose this beautiful mount Moriah for both the LORD’s Temple and his own palace (2 Chron. 3:1). 
Once the Temple structure was finished, it had to be furnished with all the furnishings of both tabernacles. The Kohath priests brought all the holy vessels and the several furnishings from the TOM; but the grandest fixture—the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD—came from the TOD. 
2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. (2 Chronicles 5:2)

The Ark of God’s Presence was properly shrouded, moved, placed within the Temple most holy and then unshrouded. A veil was again hung between the most holy and holy hiding the Ark from the OC priests’ daily ministry in the holy. The LORD’s sacred Presence (mishkan) was once again hidden away within a new and far grander sanctuary. It was a beautiful preview of the God’s indwelling the inner man or Spirit of Jesus and later our spirits as His NC living flesh temples. No longer were there two tents: one at Gibeon and one on mount Zion. This NC type ministry would not only continue but also merge with the OC ministry at Solomon’s Temple. 

On the day of the Temple dedication, there is both an inside and an outside view of God’s acceptance of both covenant ministries. The NC type of ministry (2 Chronicles Chapter 5) was connected to the inside view. Sounds more intimate. The impact of these singers and musicians was recorded and linked with God’s manifestation within the Temple even though their sacrifices of thanks and praise came from outside the Temple. Their sacrifices were also described first; a hint of God’s preference. Outside the 288 Levite singers and 4,000 musicians plus their sons and brothers (possibly thousands more) offered majestic songs of praise to the LORD accompanied by psalteries, cymbals and harps. There were 120 sounding trumpets alone. Within this massive, passionate offering of praise, came forth a unity much like the unity of Israel at mount Sinai. Collectively “their voice,” not voices, was heard.  
13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud (Shekinah), even the house of the LORD; 14 So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud (Shekinah): for the glory (kabod) of the LORD had filled the house of God (Elohym). (2 Chronicles 5:13-14) [author’s additions]

The Levite singers and musicians were one (echad), united in agreement. It is the same “one” of Deuteronomy 6:4 “The LORD our God (Elohiym) is one LORD.” This offering of praise was a glorious preempt demonstration of our miraculous power and glory as Jesus’ NC priests giving thanks, praise and worship at the leading of the Holy Spirit. God proved His readiness to accept our spiritual sacrifices and offerings. 

Outside king Solomon gave the prayer of dedication before the people (2 Chronicles Chapter 6). Finally, the last description of that day was recorded in chapter seven focused on the OC priests under Zadok, who had served in the TOM. They ministered outside offering a multitude of animal sacrifices which God also accepted with fire. Both the fire and glory cloud (Shekinah) which appeared in the days of Moses appeared again before all Israel. This vibrantly declared God’s unchanging commitment to reveal Himself on Israel’s behalf and dwell among them despite their previous misconduct at mount Sinai (Exod. 32:1-6) and at Shiloh (1 Samuel Chapter 4). It was another grand new beginning for Israel.
1 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire (Shekinah) came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory (kabod) of the LORD filled the house. 2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the glory (kabod) of the LORD had filled the LORD’s house. 3 And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire (Shekinah) came down, and the glory (kabod) of the LORD upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying, “For he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” (2 Chronicles 7:1-3) [author’s additions]

Israel fell upon their faces in worship. It was a glorious day for both covenant people (Israel and the future Church) for God made His Presence known again. 
All the sacrifices, both the spiritual sacrifices in song with instruments and the animal blood sacrifices were accepted by God’s fire. These OC and NC ministries merged together. It replicated or previewed the 24 elders who now minister before the throne of God (Rev. 4:10). Twelve is the number for divine order or government. Two sets of twelve represents two divine covenant people—the Twelve Tribes and the Twelve Disciples—Israel and the Church. In this Temple both forms of ministry fused together. The Church must remain connected with Israel. The Levites had also grown in number. The three Levites families still served as singers and musicians but the rest of the Levites assisted the priests. These Levites will eventually become the royal guard of the Temple.

This preview of our NC ministry
 continued throughout the remaining years of Solomon’s 40-year reign (1 Kings 11:42). The nation of Israel blossomed even more enjoying complete peace, increasing prosperity, international honor, and an immense expansion of kingdom dominion.  Unfortunately, Solomon’s son was not as prepared and chose not to listen to the wisdom of his senior advisors. Israel was split in two: the ten northern tribes called Israel and the two southern tribes called Judah. The ten (Israel) turned away from worshipping Elohym in Jerusalem. They chose two adulterous gold calves leading them eventually to their captivity by the Assyrians. And most of the kings of Judah (David’s descendants) abandoned the TOD ministry also, going instead after strange gods. Judah fell into the judgments (or curses) of war, famine, and plague repeatedly as did northern Israel before her captivity. Of all David’s descendants as kings of Judah, only a few walked in the ways of their forefather David. Only those few were right in the sight of God. And they were the few who reinstated the Levite singers and musicians (TOD) within the Temple site. And when they did, Judah returned to the blessings and favor of the LORD. The power of this ministry is well documented.
For example, in the reign of king Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles Chapter 20), three nations came against Jerusalem. Jehoshaphat fervently sought God in prayer before the people. He claimed God’s covenant promise to Abraham be a Shield to all generations (Gen. 15:1). Jehovah swiftly replied through Jahaziel, a Levite descendant of Asaph and prophetic singer. Jahaziel prophesied that the battle was God’s (Elohym) and not theirs. So, the next day Jehoshaphat “appointed singers unto the LORD . . . that should praise the beauty of holiness” before the army saying, “Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. And when they began to sing and to praise (tehillah), the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah and they were smitten” (2 Chron. 20:21-22) [author’s addition]. Defense and victory by Jehovah came through this ministry especially the new songs (tehillah).
Years later in the days of Hezekiah
, there were similar results. Hezekiah recognized the sins of previous rulers, specifying that they had “turned away their faces from the habitation (mishkan) of the LORD” (2 Chron. 29:6). The Temple was still there but the singers and musicians were absent. Hezekiah ordered a repair of the house of the LORD or Temple; re-sanctified it with repentance; and reinstated the ordinance of David under Asaph’s descendant, Joab (Isa. 36:22).
25 And he set (appointed) the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the LORD by his prophets. 26 And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27 And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD began also with the trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by David king of Israel. 28 And all the congregation worshiped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: and all this continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29 And when they had made an end of offering, the king and all that were present with him bowed themselves, and worshiped. 30 Moreover, Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise (halal) unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer.  And they sang praises (halal) with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.  (2 Chronicles 29:25-30) [author’s additions]

The sacrifices and offerings of both covenants were once more merged together. The spiritual singing of the future NC with burnt offerings of the OC.  The “song of the LORD” (v. 27) was a “chorus of (these Levite) singers” accompanied by trumpeters to honor and celebrate
 Jehovah.
 This “song” (the noun, shiyr) comes from (the verb, shuwr) meaning “strolling minstrelsy.”
 It was extended or prolonged as led by the Holy Spirit. They continued with new songs and songs previously written by David and Asaph et. al. Hezekiah also led the people to keep a mowed, Passover, with the singers being present. In reacceptance, the LORD “healed the people” (2 Chron. 30:20) for there had not been such a celebration since the days of Solomon. God healed a nation for their returning to the ordinance of David (TOD) whose Lord is our Lord Jesus; and by keeping the ordinance of the LORD or Jehovah God, the Father, the feast (mowed) of Passover.
 
Jerusalem was later threatened by the Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians, who had brutally taken many cities including Samaria, the capital of the ten northern tribes, into captivity. Hezekiah went to the Temple to seek God rather than depend on some other army like Egypt. Hezekiah read Sennacherib’s written threat saying, “O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest (yashab) between the cherubim . . . incline thine ear” . . . (Isa. 37:16-17). The prophet Isaiah heard the LORD’s response and told Hezekiah that God promised to defend Jerusalem and Judah for His own sake and David’s sake (v. 35).  That night the Angel of the LORD (God the Son) killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. Sennacherib left. He went to Nineveh to worship an idol and his own sons killed him there (v. 38).  God protected Judah once again.
When Hezekiah came near death, he pleaded for healing. He received a miraculous confirmation of his recovery. Time was set back by ten minutes and by faith he went up to the Temple to thank God for his healing. The prophet Isaiah recorded his words of thanks.
19 The living, the living—they shall thank and praise You, as I (Hezekiah) do this day . . . 20 The LORD
 is ready to save (deliver) me (Hezekiah); therefore we will sing my songs with [my] stringed instruments all the days of our lives in the house of the LORD.
  (Isaiah 38:19-20 AMPC) [author’s additions]

“The living” was Hezekiah referring to himself.  Like David, he personally received these song lyrics which was then composed with accompanying music for the singers and musicians to thank God for his healing. Unfortunately, Hezekiah’s request to live longer permitted the birth of Manasseh. Manasseh was a vile, wicked king of Judah, who would later murder the prophet Isaiah. Yet Manasseh’s son, Josiah, walked upright before God. At the age of 16 in Josiah’s eighth year of reign “he began to seek after the God of David his father” or ancestor (2 Chron. 34:3). He purged the kingdom of idols. He ordered the Temple to be repaired. Ten years later when the Temple renovation was finished, Josiah returned the Ark in the most holy of the Temple; kept the LORD’s Passover feast (mowed); and reinstated the TOD ministry.
 “The singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun” (2 Chron. 35:15).
As wonderful as were these few faithful kings of Judah, the majority had been wicked and had not listened to David’s ordinance or God’s words through Amos.
11 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof: and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: (Amos 9:11)

Fallen meant something not maintained.  A “breach” speaks of the “spiritual decline or loss of the favor of the LORD.” Seeking His face continually was interrupted by adulterous activity time and time again. The TOD was only continual in the days of David, Solomon and a few others. These breaches in ministry led to a great loss of God’s protection, favor, and blessings.  Amos spoke on about this negligence of duty while Judah was finally captive in Babylon.
23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. (Amos 5:23)

4 Woe to those . . . 5 Who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and invent for themselves instruments of music like David’s. [1 Chron. 23:5] (Amos 6:4-5 AMPC)

“There was no sin in inventing instruments like those of David but the use they were making of them was sinful”
 for it was not in seeking God. Amos spoke woe to those who breached this ministry of continual praise to God just as Jesus spoke woe unto the dead religious leaders of His day. Woe means “denunciation, a public condemnation”! Amos disapproved of singing songs without spiritual purpose, without ministry to God. Songs are fruitless without this purpose. The faithful Levite singers in captivity sadly sang “songs of Zion” (Ps. 137:3). They were grieving for the loss of their ministry.
The overwhelming sins of Judah eventually brought the departure of God’s Shekinah from Solomon’s Temple in Ezekiel Chapters 9 to 10
 during Judah’s Babylonian captivity. The prophet Ezekiel witnessed it in a vision. The LORD will reject and forsake His footstool on Earth i.e. the Ark of the Covenant (Lam. 2:1; 1 Chron. 28:27).

9:3 And the glory of the God (Elohym) of Israel [the Shekinah, cloud] had gone up from the cherubim upon which it had rested to [stand above] the threshold of the [LORD’s] house (Temple). . . 10:3 . . . and the cloud [the Shekinah] filled the inner court. 4 . . . the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’s glory . . . 18 Then the glory of the LORD [the Shekinah, cloud] went forth from above the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim (the living cherubim, not the fashioned cherubim of gold on the Ark). (Ezekiel 9:3; 10:3, 4, 18 AMPC) [author’s additions]

Before God’s departure, Ezekiel was also given a glimpse of the future NC for Israel described as giving them “a new spirit and heart of flesh.” His Shekinah left through the East Gate and ascended from the mount East of Jerusalem, the mount of Olives (Ezek. 11:1; 23). The Temple of Solomon was ICABOD. No Shekinah. No Manifest Presence of God. It was dead. And shortly thereafter, the Temple structure was destroyed by the third campaign of the Babylonians against Jerusalem (586 B.C.). Yet God promised to show forth His Shekinah again in the future. Not just through Jesus, and not just through NC believers individually. His Shekinah will appear in our assemblies where the TOD is rebuilt especially by the last generation of the Church.

"The Bride Made Ready" is a must-read book now available at the retail price of $13.99 at www.touchofheaven.org or any bookstore. Touch of Heaven Ministries, P.O. Box 44135, Baltimore, MD 21236-6135.
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� Sometimes David’s tabernacle is translated from the Hebrew ohel (2 Chron. 1:4) even though it has the Ark. But it is a natural tent also.


� Sometimes Moses’ tabernacle is still translated from the Hebrew mishkan (1 Chron. 16:39, 17:5, 21:29, 23:26 and 2 Chron. 1:5) even though the Ark or glory is no longer within it. Author assumes because it was originally designed for such and the OC priests are still faithfully fulfilling their ministry to God.


� Since the departure of God’s glory from the Tabernacle Moses pitched, this author will refer to it as the Tabernacle of Moses, not the Tabernacle of the LORD or the Congregation.


� Though the Ark was not there, Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings to the LORD at Gibeon before dedicating the Temple.


� A bayith has many meanings but here it is a dwelling place not moveable as an ohel.  A bayith of God would be mishkan.


� LORD in the KJV.


� Remember we are the New Jerusalem, the city of our God.


� The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Merrill F. Unger, p. 771, Moody Press, IL. 1957.


� Singers and musicians as David instituted. 


� 2 Chronicles Chapter 29 and Isaiah Chapters 36-39


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p. 818, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p. 819, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


�The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, James Strong, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary p. 115, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN 1982. 


� The Church remembers Passover through the Sacrament of Communion. We are called to keep Pentecost collectively. 


� LORD in KJV. 


� LORD in KJV. 


� A preview of our covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ.


� Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible, Finnis J. Dake, Old Testament p. 896, Dake Bible Sales, GA, 1992.


� Ezekiel was also a priest taken into captivity during the second campaign of Nebuchadnezzar against Judah.  He came into Babylonian captivity with about 10,000 others.  He had this vision while in captivity and before the third campaign which would totally destroy the city and Temple.


� The KJV Parallel Bible Commentary, Edward E. Hindon and Woodrow. M Kroll, p. 1528, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN 1994. 





