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Book Title:  Rebuilding the Tabernacle of David

Part I. The history and significance.
Chapter Five: From Promised Land to ICABOD
Finally, it is time for the second generation of Israel to enter the Promised Land. Jehovah has remained manifestly in their midst for over four decades. Moses will never enter but the LORD, the Captain, and Holy Spirit will lead them through Joshua.

6 . . . I (LORD) have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent (ohel) and in a tabernacle (mishkan).
 (2 Samuel 7:6)

The Ark
 as a representation of God demonstrated the miraculous power of God.
 By the LORD’s command through Joshua, the priests carried the Ark to the brink of the river Jordan (Josh. 3:8). The current was turbulently robust; the river gushed deep and wide at flood-stage after the early rain season. When the priests (carrying the Ark) stepped into the river, it immediately parted. Holding the Ark, the priests stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the river while all Israel passed over (Josh. 3:13-4:11). As soon as the priests crossed over themselves with the Ark to the other side, the waters of Jordan returned overflowing its banks as before (Josh. 4:18).

Again, at the LORD’s command through Joshua, the priests carried the Ark and others carried shofars leading Israel around the city of Jericho for 7 days. There were multiple massive walls around Jericho made of clay bricks. The outer wall was 6 feet thick. An inner wall was 12 feet thick. Between them was a 15-foot space filled with rubble.
 Yet these walls fell at the sound of the shofars and shouts of God’s obedient people. God’s symbol of Presence (the Ark) had again displayed His miraculous power and works among His covenant people. But one man, Achan, sinned that day. The next battle at Ai failed. “Joshua rent his clothes and fell to the Earth upon his face before the Ark of the LORD until the eventide” (Josh. 7:6). Justice was applied to Achan and his family and victory returned to Israel. In celebration, Joshua obeyed a command formerly made by Moses.

29 . . . when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal. (Deuteronomy 11:29)

Joshua built an altar to the LORD God on mount Ebal. Half of the nation stood on mount Ebal and half on mount Gerizim facing each other with the Ark between them. Those on mount Gerizim spoke the blessings of the OC when kept (Deut. 28:1-14), and those on mount Ebal the curses (Deut. 28:15-68) if not kept. Keeping covenant meant obeying God’s Voice and the ten marital commitments. For the OC, obedience provides blessings; disobedience initiates curses. And the LORD can only remain manifestly among them if the people and the priests in ministry remain obedient. Both could falter because the OC cut between Jehovah and Israel is fallible. Fallible because it is contingent upon Israel’s obedience (Exod. 19:5, 20:2-17) or works. But for now, Jehovah (as Head of the Godhead) will continue to dwell (shakan) in the TOM (mishkan) among them.  

Now, the Promised Land must also be subdued before the TOM may settle down in a permanent location. Subduing the land had been God’s command from the beginning.

26 And God (Elohym) said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion . . . 27 So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion . . . (Genesis 1:26-28)

Mankind was made in the triune image and likeness of Elohym. We are triune beings: each a spirit, with a soul, living in a flesh body. But our God-given dominion is only associated with our “spirit,” our core-being, created in His image, the singular image of Jehovah El. As spirit-beings in His “image,”
 we are meant to represent and manifest Him on Earth. The “subdue” Elohym ordered is the Hebrew, kabash, meaning “to tread down, to conquer, to subjugate, and bring into bondage.” This seems rather harsh considering Elohym had just created everything good. What needed to be subdued? From the beginning, there was a hint of an enemy, a resistance in the Earth to God’s will, Satan. Adam and Eve had authority to bind and cast Satan out of Earth but Eve was deceived and Adam transgressed turning Earth over to the devil for a season. Mankind’s God-given dominion
 (Ps. 115:16, Jn.10:10) had been high-jacked and thus began the struggle for the souls of mankind.


Wickedness and evil soon spread throughout mankind to such depth of depravity that their sin tipped the scales of judgment and mercy. God poured out water destroying all except one righteous man, Noah, and his family. However, several generations later a blood covenant was cut between the LORD and a man named Abram (Genesis Chapter 15). This covenant will permit the LORD of hosts to protect Abraham and all his descendants. Both the OC and NC will later emerge from this Covenant for it was and is “immutable” meaning “unchangeable,”
 or “unalterable (even by God).”
  

16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath (covenant promise) for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.  17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath (covenant promise): 18 That by two immutable things,
 in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: (Hebrews 6:16-18)

What are these two immutable things?  This covenant is infallible because Abram was put to sleep while the LORD, God the Father (the smoking furnace
) and Lord, God the Son (the burning lamp
) made the covenant promises (oaths) to One Another, the Son in Abram’s behalf. Therefore, this covenant is eternally sustained by God’s word, a God Who cannot lie (Gen. 15:1-18). A son was promised to Abram. This land and a nation was promised to him and all his descendants. Abram believed; he trusted the LORD, and it was accounted to him as righteousness. Later Abraham’s Seed, Jesus, will totally fulfill Abraham’s covenant condition of walking upright in his place (Gen. 15:6; Gal. 3:16). 

The Abrahamic Covenant cannot be broken nor ebb away.
 It does not depend on man. Natural circumcision of the flesh is still the sign or token of this covenant for Israel; whereas the spiritual circumcision of the heart by faith for the Church. The very day this covenant was cut (Gen. 15:18), the LORD promised to be a Shield (Protector and Defender) for His covenant people and an exceeding great Reward (Gen. 15:1). Both Israel and the Church share this covenant (Gal. 3:13-16). Both may experience its benefits or blessings. When Judah was attacked by three nations in the days of King Jehoshaphat. The king did not stand in faith upon the OC which Israel had broken repeatedly. He stood upon the Abrahamic Covenant (2 Chron. 20:7) and God rescued them, fought for them, and blessed them with spoils. God has not changed. From 1480 and at Rhodes ending by 1565 in Malta, the faithful, Christians Knights of St. John held back the Ottoman Empire from over-taking Europe when out-numbered 100 to 1.
 In May 15, 1948, the day after the nation, little Israel, was reborn, all the Arab nations around them, greatly out-numbering them, attacked from all sides. But with God, Israel won. In 1967, modern Israel was threatened again by numerous Arab nations, but God fought alongside them and they won in 6 days regaining Jerusalem, their capital city since the days of David. All these battles were impossible by man alone. 

Subduing land is meant to be dependent on God and is divinely defined as driving out God’s enemies whether from the Promised Land for ancient or modern Israel or from a modern community or nation for the Church. We merely obey God as did the second generation of Israel. God does all the rest.

21 . . . go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until He hath driven out his enemies from before him, 22 And the land be subdued before the LORD: . . . (Numbers 32:21-22)

Israel went obediently forth. The LORD drove out the enemies and thereby subdued (Neh. 9:24) the land. God does the miraculous for His people. He subdued the land.

Once subdued, Israel pitched the Tabernacle (mishkan) of the Tent (ohel) of the Congregation (mowed) or TOM
 at Shiloh.  “Shiloh” means “a place of rest;” a place Jehovah could settle down and remain. Shiloh was chosen for it was centered within the tribal parcels of land, located about 30 miles North of the city, Salem, later called Jerusalem. 

1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle (ohel) of the congregation (mowed) there. And the land was subdued before them. (Joshua 18:1)

Though the word, mishkan, was not mentioned in this scripture, this is the LORD’s tabernacle (mishkan) [Josh. 22:19]. For instance, the LORD was present for when Joshua cast lots for distributing the land, for he went “before the LORD in Shiloh” (Josh. 18:8). This “before” is the Hebrew (paniym) means “Face” i.e. the Presence of Jehovah. The LORD continued to reside among His people in this new land. His Sh’khinah dwelt between the cherubim over the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant (1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2, 7:2). Though this “dwell” is yashab, not shakan, its definition clearly refers to God sitting “upon the cherubim.”
 But there is no reference to the pillar of cloud or fire or Angel of the LORD during this season. Why? Israel was no longer on the move. They were settled in the land God had promised Abraham. Now, if Israel will obey God’s Voice and their covenant commitments and the OC priests offer up correct OC sacrifices, the LORD will continue to reside among them.  

The LORD rested in Shiloh throughout the days of the Judges. Miracles were still connected to His Presence. A man named Elkanah brought his two wives Hannah and Peninnah to Shiloh annually probably for a feast (mowed) day (1 Sam. 1:1-28). Hannah was heart-broken for she was barren. Before the house of the LORD (TOM), she prayed unto the LORD for a son vowing to give him to the LORD’s service all the days of his life. That baby, Samuel, was born, weaned, and brought back to the house of the LORD in Shiloh (v. 24). And he ministered (sharath) unto the LORD before Eli the priest (1 Sam. 2:11) meaning Samuel “attended as a menial servant or worshipper”
 unto the LORD. Samuel was also dressed in a linen ephod (1 Sam. 2:18). He grew in the favor of the LORD and men (1 Sam. 2:26). The High Priest, Eli, was elderly at that time and the father of two wicked, unruly sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who “knew not the LORD” (1 Sam. 2:12). These priests were despised by the people, called sons of Belial, a title for worthless persons. The LORD had sent a man of God to warn Eli of their demise if he did not correct them and they did not repent (1 Sam. 2:27-34). But no one changed. 

For some time, the LORD had not spoken with anyone as He had with Moses and Joshua. That did change. He audibly called Samuel three times while bedded within the holy (1 Sam. 3:10-14; 3:21) a veil away from the LORD’s Face. The LORD manifested Himself. No cloud, fire or glory is mentioned, but the LORD “came, stood and called as at other times” giving Samuel a vision and prophetic word (1 Sam. 3:10). The LORD had appeared (raah); He was seen by Samuel. The LORD revealed (galah) Himself, “unveiling of His Face, manifesting that which was before concealed”
 by the cloud and fire. Samuel now knew the LORD. From then on, Samuel’s words did not fall to the ground (1 Sam. 3:19); they came to pass. Israel will soon recognize Samuel as the LORD’s voice and prophet.  

Meanwhile, Israel is engaged in warfare with the Philistines and not doing well. Hophni and Phinehas, without command or consent of the LORD, went into the most holy and removed the Ark. They thought they could make God fight for them.
 Israel shouted for joy when the Ark appeared in her camp but Israel was defeated because this was not God’s will and the bearers were filthy in sin. Both sons and Eli died that day (1 Samuel Chapter 4). When Phinehas’ pregnant wife heard the news, she gave early birth to a son naming him, Ichabod, before she passed.  “Ichabod” means “the glory
 is departed.”

21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark of God (Elohym) was taken . . . (1 Samuel 4:21)

Many years later a psalmist described that day in a psalm of history.

59 When God (Elohym) heard this, he was full of [holy] wrath; and He utterly rejected Israel, greatly abhorring and loathing [her ways], So that He (Elohym
) forsook the tabernacle (mishkan) at Shiloh, the tent (ohel) in which He had dwelt among men [and never returned to it again], And delivered His strength and power (the ark of the covenant) into captivity, and His glory into the hands of the foe (the Philistines) [I Sam. 4:21] (Psalm 78:59-61)

“God forsook this tabernacle when the ark of the covenant fell into the hands of the Philistines” . . . (and) . . . The fire consumed their young men”
 (v. 63), Hophni and Phinehas, as with Nadab and Abihu years before (Lev. 10:1-2). The prophet Jeremiah also wrote about this day from the LORD’s perspective while Judah lingered remorsefully in Babylonian captivity.  

12 . . . my place which was in Shiloh, where I (LORD) set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. (Jeremiah 7:12)

The LORD forsook (natash) the TOM. He was no longer with them (Judges 6:12-16). He left them. He did not stop loving them but He could no longer dwell in the middle of Israel’s camp. And the Ark of the Covenant will never return nor will God ever reside in the TOM again. It was ICABOD forever. None of Eli’s descendants will ever serve as High Priest either. Another descendant of Aaron will be assigned.

 
For 7 months, the Ark was in the hands of the Philistines
 in the cities of Ashdod (where the idol of Dagon fell on his face before the Ark and was decapitated), Gath and Ekron. Tumors, rats, plague and hemorrhoids (Ps. 78:66) broke out among the Philistines. They questioned these as fierce judgements by Israel’s God. Wondering, perhaps they should return the Ark? To prove these plagues were truly an act of Jehovah, they hitched two nursing cows to pull away a new cart with the Ark. These cows groaned with painfully full utters pulling away from their hungry moaning calves. The Ark arrived at Beth-shemesh of Israel at the time of wheat harvest (1 Sam. 6:13).
  The Levites took the Ark to household of a Levite named Abinadab in Kirjath-jearim
 later called Gibeah, the “hill of God.
” Abinadab’s son, Eleazar was sanctified as a priest to keep, protect or watch over the Ark (1 Sam. 7:1).  It remained there for “nearly 100 years through Samuel’s entire judgeship, Saul’s reign, and well into David’s, when it was brought to Jerusalem” (1 Sam. 7:2 AMPC). David and all Israel will soon come to Kiriath-jearim within Judah “to bring the Ark of God the LORD,
 which is called by the name of Him Who sits [enthroned] above the cherubim” (1 Chron. 13:6 AMPC).

As soon as David became king over all Israel, he zealously desired to transport the Ark out of the house of Abinadab to a tent he pitched on mount Zion. King David’s first attempt failed due to his unawareness of ordained protocol. David’s heart intent was superb but his misinformed execution caused great loss. Recorded in 2 Sam. 6:1-11 and 1 Chronicles Chapter 13, David gathered 30,000 chosen men of Israel and the priests brought the Ark out of Gibeah of Judah from the house of Abinadab. “David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD” meaning they played a variety of instruments: harps, psalteries, timbrels, cornets and cymbals (2 Sam. 6:5).  The praise was appropriate, the choice of transport—a new cart—a grave mistake. The Philistines had returned the Ark to Israel on a cart because of their ignorance of the LORD’s ways. They were uncircumcised—not in covenant with Jehovah. But Israel was; and she must follow proper procedure, just as NC believers must also live by our covenant terms. This error led to the death of Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:6) a son of Abinadab and brother of Eleazar. The LORD smote Uzzah for touching “the Ark of God” (Elohym) when the cart shifted. David was displeased. Fearing the LORD, he left the Ark in the house of Obed-edom. In a mere three months, chat spread that the household of Obed-edom had been immensely blessed by the LORD. God’s Presence always brings blessings to the obedient. That triggered David’s heart to try again. The next time David will succeed. 

GET READY FOR THE
GREATEST REVIVAL EVER
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"The Bride Made Ready" is a must-read book now available at the retail price of $13.99 from www.touchofheaven.org or bookstore. Touch of Heaven Ministries, P.O. Box 44135, Baltimore, MD 21236-6135. 

� This scripture was a historical memory while David already reigned and God resided in the Tabernacle of David.


� Representing the LORD God


� As in the wilderness, the manna, water and fowls (Ps. 78:23-29) and cast out the heathen (Ps. 78:55).


� The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Merrill F. Unger, pp. 672, 1358, Moody Press, IL. 1957.


� Image is the Hebrew teselem and Greek eikon. “Man (was) created as a visible being or manifested representation of God. (Vine pp. 576-577) 


� Dominion equals authority with sufficient power to back it up.


� Webster’s New World College Dictionary Fourth Edition, Michael Agnes, p. 714. Macmillan, NY 1999.


� Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Joseph H. Thayer, p. 32, Baker Book House, MI, 1977.


� Some call the two things: God’s Promise and Oath which comply with covenant making also and still fully rests on Elohym not Abram. 


� Genesis 15:17; Exodus 19:18; Isaiah 6:1-4.


� Genesis 15:17; Isaiah 62:1; Daniel 10:6


� The OC began to ebb away the moment the NC was cut.


� Leadership The Power of a Creative Life, Rick Joyner, pp.137-160, Morning Star Publications, SC, 2001. 


� TOM or Tabernacle of Moses to simplify difference from TOD or Tabernacle of David.


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p. 371, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� The New Strong’s Exhaustive concordance of the Bible, James Strong, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary p. 122, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, TN 1982.


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, pp. 170-171, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� The same type of error that killed two of Aaron’s sons.


� The Ark is also referred to as glory.


� Ezekiel 9:3 And the glory of God (Elohym) was gone up from the cherub . . .


� The KJV Parallel Bible Commentary, p. 1081


� Palestine comes from  the word “Philistine.”


� The wheat harvest precedes Sukkot.


� Kirjath-jearim was once called Baale of Judah.


� 1 Samuel 10:5 The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Merrill F. Unger, p. 472, Moody Press, IL. 1957.


� LORD as in the KJV.





