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Book Title:  The Tabernacle of David

Part II. The Ministry Passed On to the Church
Chapter Twelve: Isaiah’s Revelatory Amplification

Before we dig into Isaiah’s rendering of the TOD, we must recognize another Hebrew word, cukkah,
 which is also translated as “tabernacle.” It is connected to and representative of the third and final feast, “The Feast of Tabernacles” (Sukkot). Cukkah is the feminine tabernacle and sukkah, the masculine. The feast is named after the masculine because these feasts are Feasts of the LORD Who is masculine (Lev. 23:4). To keep this feast, Israelis build natural booths or tabernacles (cukkahs) in remembrance of the 40 years their ancestors dwelt in tents (ohels) in the wilderness while the LORD manifestly dwelt among them within His tent (ohel) and tabernacle (mishkan). This verifies that ohel and cukkah are interchangeable. And mishkan and sukkah are also interchangeable. Both are used concerning Sukkot [Hosea 12:9 (ohel), Lev. 23:42 (cukkah)] and both concerning the TOD [1 Chron. 16:1 (ohel), Amos 9:11 (cukkah)]. When Amos referred to the TOD, he chose the word “cukkah” instead of “ohel.” Why? Amos was adding the feminine aspect of the ministry. And Isaiah agreed. The TOD is linked to the Bride of Messiah.

 
The Church has been engrafted into the roots of Israel, but Israel still needs our help to recognize her own Messiah. Isaiah foresaw the Godhead vibrantly displaying His glory in the last generation of believers of all nationalities (the Church) to accomplish this, amplifying the prophecy of his mentor, Amos.

4 When the Lord (Adonai, God the Son) shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion (the Church, spiritual Israel),
 and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem (natural Israel) from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 5 And the LORD (Jehovah, God the Father) will create (bara) upon every dwelling place (believer) of mount Zion (the Church), and upon her assemblies (meeting places), a cloud (Shekinah) and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire (Holy Spirit or Shekinah) by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defense.
 6 And there shall be a tabernacle (cukkah, not sukkah i.e. a work of God’s mate or bride) for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain. (Isaiah 4:4-6) [author’s additions]

Remember, any reference to a tabernacle within the context of mount Zion is readily accepted by scholars as the TOD. Isaiah’s use of the pronoun “her” (v. 5) with Amos’ use of cukkah both point to the Bride of Christ (v. 6).
  Jesus washed away the filthy sin of all believing mankind at the cross (Isa. 4:4). The “daughters of Zion” is the Church. Therefore, all the Church belongs in the ministry of mount Zion (the TOD) along with Israel’s three Levite families chosen about 3,000 years ago.

Though the Church (daughters of Zion)
 were washed at the cross, our Lord is not finished with us. He is still “washing us of the water by the word” (Eph. 5:26) day by day in our life span. Repentance is necessary for His glory to shine brightly through us. He will also purge “the blood of Jerusalem” meaning “purge the altar of the crime of bloodshed”
 by natural Jews and against natural Jews after we depart. The 7-year Tribulation is a specified period of judgment for unsaved Israel (Isa. 4:4) and her enemies. But before that day, it is intended for the last generation Church, through this ministry of praise and prayer (the TOD) to shake some of natural Israel awake by vibrantly displaying His Shekinah. Then during the Tribulation, this author feels He will continue to do so through the awakened Jews.
 The remaining or final last generation of Israel will recognize Jesus when He returns and will be saved. They too may be placed within this ministry during the Millennial reign of Messiah. 


Let’s confirm our inclusion by Isaiah’s usage of words. Every NC believer is God’s current “dwelling place” (makown), “a habitation of God”
 (Isaiah 4:5). Only NC believers are re-created or reborn in the Spirit (2 Cor. 5:17, Jn. 3:5). Like Jesus, we are not merely ohel but also mishkan. Our flesh bodies are ohel but our reborn spirits are each a habitation (mishkan) and sanctuary (miqdash) of God. Through His Shekinah, He may noticeably rest upon and within us individually but especially where we collectively meet, “her assemblies” (Isaiah 4:5), like the upper room Acts chapter two. His manifestation will morph as we collectively focus on sincere spiritual worship (Jn. 4:24). As it was in the beginning of the Church Age, it will be far greater at the end of the Church Age. Why? At the Church’s start, God’s fire and glory (Holy Spirit) filled 120 disciples (dwelling places) with tongues of fire sitting upon them (Acts 2:3-4) and “the whole house” (their assembly) in which “they were sitting” (Acts 2:2 AMPC). This was only one site empowered as Christ’s Bride. The last generation Church will have a multitude of assembly sites throughout the globe of many diverse sizes: basement sanctuaries, congregational prayer rooms, spare bedrooms, houses of prayer, even stadiums etc. This “assemblies” also refers to divinely appointed gatherings
 such as the Feasts (mowed) of the LORD especially Pentecost for the Church. For “blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are the people who know the joyful sound [who understand and appreciate the spiritual blessings symbolized by the feasts]; they walk, O Lord, in the light and favor of Your countenance!” (Ps. 89:15 by Ethan AMPC). 

Once again there will be a cloud by day and a fire by night and weighty glory (kabod) appearing upon individuals seeking God’s Face as did Moses whose face shone bright. We are not waiting for God; He has been waiting for us! He is ever ready to appear (raah). He already has done so off and on in days past: like the “spiral light, . . . a miniature galaxy” that hovered above William Branham’s head”
 which Fred Bosworth called a “Pillar of Fire.”
 This “Pilar of Fire” would sometimes move from over Branham’s head to hover over someone in the assembly which God would then heal.
 Or like “the cloud of glory . . .” (which) “hovered all evening over” (a) “meeting” of Maria Woodworth-Etter. Etter wrote, there came “floods of glory” with “outbursts of praise and song” especially while singing in the Spirit
 (author’s emphasis). Sister Etter said these “manifestations of the Spirit were training the bride to dance and sing in preparation for the wedding feast of the Lamb.”
 Or like the “glow” or “blaze” or “explosions” seen and heard multiple times blocks away from the Azusa Street revival for which the Fire Department often rushed to the site but never found a natural fire.
 Or like Frank Bartleman
 while in Ohio when God’s “shekinah glory filled the place” where they met.
 Or like the Morning Star singers and musicians who fell out in concert as the Shekinah cloud  settled upon them. Or like the wind and cloud sweeping within the large windowless auditorium in San Nicholas, Argentina in 1997.
 God’s Shekinah has already appeared here and there, now and then since the Church was born. That is visitation. God desires habitation! This ministry is meant to accomplish that!

The “tabernacle” in Isaiah 4:6 is in the singular tense thereby also expressing unity. The TOD will be a unifying work of the last generation Church in many different locations around the globe. Those involved in the TOD will include both Jewish and Gentile believers crossing all lines of denominations. The TOD will include not only trained worship singers and musicians but also intercessors, dancers, unprofessional but passionate lovers of God, artists, builders and financial supporters within communities throughout the globe all preparing a proper reception for the return our Lord and King Jesus! Any place where sincere spiritual worship is offered regularly, God’s glory will appear! And the fruit of this ministry is the expansion of the family of God and the transformation of its surroundings.

God’s Shekinah is the proof of our covenant with God. Every covenant has a memorial, sign, seal and/or token(s). The token or sign of the Abrahamic Covenant is natural “circumcision” for natural Israel and heart circumcision for spiritual Israel, the Church (Col. 2:11). The memorial of the OC was the “Tables of Testimony” and “pillars” (Exod. 24:3-4) but the marriage token
 of the OC was God’s “Shekinah” in and upon mount Sinai, Moses individually, the TOM for a season, and in and upon Solomon’s Temple for a season. This OC token of Shekinah has never reappeared for Israel since God’s departure in Ezekiel chapter ten because this fallible OC ebbed away by Israel’s spiritual adultery (2 Cor. 3:7, 11). The LORD divorced Israel (Jer. 3:8; Isa. 50:1).

Both the OC (mount Sinai) and the NC (mount Zion) are marital blood covenants with deity 
 As a better covenant, the NC (Jer. chapter 31), replaced the OC which ebbed away (2 Cor. 3:7, 11). That is why both covenants shared the same marital token of God’s “Shekinah” (Ex. 19:18; Acts 2:2). God’s Shekinah is the most exquisite wedding ring of the universe! However, in the NC we are also “sealed with the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 1:13) and our memorial is the cross. But our NC token, or manifested proof, remains as His cloud and fire (Shekinah) with the weight of His glory (kabod) within us and upon us individually and collectively. When Israel recognizes El’s Shekinah appearing throughout the Church, they will be jealous (Rom. 11:11)! And His Shekinah will not merely appear as in fire and cloud but also through a magnitude of signs, wonders and miracles as revealed through Jesus. Jesus ministered in the power of Shekinah or Holy Spirit. These miracles were also proof of His union or oneness with the Father. Now His Manifested Presence in and through us is the proof of our marital union with Christ and of Christ residing in us. This is how the Church will convince the end-time lost souls that the LORD is good and His mercy endures forever and open the eyes of the 144,000
 Jews to receive their Messiah. The early Church burned bright, but the last generation Church should burn even brighter as we rebuild the TOD. 


The early and end-day Church will not differ only in the number of assemblies but also in the magnitude of God’s Spirit. When the early Church briefly reinstated the TOD, the Church was empowered by the “moderate former rain” of God’s Spirit (Joel 2:23a) poured out on the feast of Pentecost.
 But Amos and Joel both foretell of a greater out-pouring described as the “former and latter rain” (Joel 2:23b). In natural terms, the former rain and latter rain coming together is impossible because these rainy seasons occur at different times in the year. But spiritually, this terminology foretells of a mighty flood of God’s supernatural power in the last days! Pentecost is the feast (mowed) linked to the NC. With this greater out-pouring of God’s Spirit, the Church will rise in power to finalize evangelism and thereby spiritually fulfill her portion of this feast. 

The Church may also keep the Feast of Tabernacles but not like natural Israel. We are not building natural chukkas or booths. We are displaying God manifestly tabernacling within and among and through us through character and miraculous works as did the early Church. Though the days may be dark, the re-empowered Church will arise and shine
 leading many to Christ. And the 144,000 Jews will awaken to salvation at our departure once-again Beulah, i.e. married, owned and protected (Isa. 62:4) in Christ Jesus. Sukkot, however, can only be fully fulfilled by Jehovah Himself when He tabernacles once again with all believing mankind on earth within the New Jerusalem (Revelation chapter 21).


Though the days will be dark for the last generation (Church and Israel), God’s protection will surpass the enemy. Let’s return to Isaiah, for the protection of God’s covenant people is a priority to Him.

5 And the LORD (Jehovah, God the Father) will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion (the Church), and upon her assemblies, a cloud (Shekinah) and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire (Holy Spirit or Shekinah) by night; for upon all the glory shall be a defense
 (chuppah). 6 And there shall be a tabernacle (cukkah) for a shadow (shade) in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge (machaech) and for a covert (mictowr) from storm and from rain. (Isaiah 4:5-6) [author’s additions]

The TOD will be a place of protection for the Bride of Christ (Jew and Gentile believers). The TOD will also be a shade “from the heat” in that blazing hot day and a “shelter as under the shadow of Almighty’s wings” as written in Psalm 91, the “Psalm of Protection.” It will also be a “place of refuge” (machaceh) or “shelter” including “the Person to whom one flees,”
 for God and His Glory are equivalent. And it will be “a covert” (mictowr), meaning a refuge, a hewed-out area like the cleft of the rock Jehovah hid Moses within to safely yet intimately behold Him. This ministry is empowered to protect us, our communities, and even nations when in copious practice as in the days of David, Solomon, Zedekiah, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah.

The TOD is our refuge in dark times.
 Joel, a contemporary prophet of Isaiah, agreed.
 In the context of the last generation Joel mentions “the multitudes in the valley of decision” as the “day of the LORD” approaches. God will shelter both covenant people—the natural and spiritual descendants of Abraham (Gen. 15:1; Gal. 3:14, 16).

16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion (the Church), and utter his voice from Jerusalem (Israel); and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be a hope (shelter or refuge) of his people (the Church), and the strength (stronghold or fortress) of the children (modern descendants) of Israel. (Joel 3:16) [author’s additions]

The Hebrew word translated “defense” in Isaiah 4:5 is also very intriguing. It comes from the Hebrew word, chuppah, which is a bridal canopy! The Divine Groom is protecting His Beloved Bride, the Church, and even Jehovah’s divorcee, Israel (Jer. 3:8) and Judah (Isa. 50:1). Though Israel’s sin broke the fallible OC, God has not rejected Israel (Rom. 11:1-2). And we have not replaced Israel! Israel is still in covenant with God through the infallible Abrahamic Covenant. They are still His people and our root or foundation.
Our safety and Israel’s are interwoven within this ministry to God especially the praises that enthrone Him i.e. reveal His Manifest Presence. David knew this when he sent Psalm 68 to the chief musicians to sing and play in the original TOD. 

1 Let God (Elohiym) arise, let his enemies be scattered; let them also that hate him flee before him.  2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God (Elohiym). 3 But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God (Elohiym): yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 4 Sing unto God (Elohiym), sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH (Jehovah), and rejoice before him. 5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge (defender) of the widows, is God (Elohiym) in his holy habitation. (Psalm 68:1-5 Messianic by David) [author’s additions]

All evil runs in terror from God’s Manifest Presence or Face. They will melt before Him. Verses 32-35 are titled: “Three commands for all nations to praise God”
 (author’s emphasis).

32 Sing unto the God (Elohiym), ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises unto the Lord (Adonai). Selah: 33 To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice. 34 Ascribe ye strength unto God (Elohiym): his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. 35 O God (Elohiym), thou art terrible (awesome) out of thy holy places: the God (El) of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God (Elohiym). (Psalm 68:32-35 Messianic by David) [author’s additions]
The TOD is the end-day safe house for all who trust in Elohiym. 

The TOD also generates evangelization. Psalm 96 was written as an admonition, a correction of Israel’s lack of compliance, for Israel was called to reach the nations. The psalmist specifically instructed them to sing new songs to the LORD day to day regularly and declare his glory to the heathen (v. 3), all people (v. 3), the nations (v. 5), the kindreds of the people (v. 7) for all the earth (v. 9) to know and praise Him too. This vertical ministry to God empowers and expands our horizontal ministry to mankind. The TOD is like a major harvest combine for Amos said to “ . . . raise up the tabernacle of David that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen .  .” (Amos 9:11-12). Remember Obed-edom’s house is where David left the Ark the first time. This man later became a porter (door-keeper) for the TOD. His name means “servant of Edom.” Edom is the land in which Esau’s descendants settled. They were descendants of Isaac outside of covenant with God. The people of Edom are described as in “persistent opposition to God’s chosen people.”
 Sound like anyone today? You bet. Then there are Ishmael’s descendants i.e. Arabs. Ishmael was described as “a wild (pere or pene) man with his hand against every man, and every man’s hand against him” (Gen. 16:16). This “wild” also refers to “the free-roving life of the Arab” living on the move in tents (ohels) to this day. But in Amos’ prophecy, the usage of “wild” here specifically implies “a hostility on the part of Ishmael (and his descendants) against his brethren (Isaac and his descendants).”
 

Currently most of Ishmael’s and Esau’s descendants are not saved. Some may even be radical terrorists! But they may be saved for this “possessing the heathen” refers to winning souls to Christ. The early Church leader, James, connected this ministry so “the residue of men might seek after the Lord” (Acts 15:16-18). “Residue,” the Greek kataloipos, means those “left remaining.”
 A residue in chemistry is the miniscule portion left after a process of evaporation or combustion.
 This “left behind” is the few remaining after natural disasters, genocides, world wars, terrorist attacks but especially the rapture of the Church. The brighter we shine now, the more souls (including even terrorists) may recognize Jesus when we suddenly leave. 

"The Bride Made Ready" is a must-read book now available at the retail price of $13.99 at www.touchofheaven.org or any bookstore. Touch of Heaven Ministries, P.O. Box 44135, Baltimore, MD 21236-6135.
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� Remember Isaiah wrote this when there was only one covenant people, Israel. But the Church is also a covenant people in a covenant that replaced the OC. Therefore, the Church is included in these last day prophecies.





� Some believe this is the Millennial reign of Christ but if so there would be no need of defense. 


� The NC is infallible. The OC has already waned away.


� Remember: “Cities were personified as women where they belonged.” The singular “daughter of Zion” therefore refers to the natural city of Jerusalem but the use of the plural, “daughters of Zion,” refers to the Church.


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p.192, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� However, if the Holy Spirit leaves with us, this may seem impossible during the Tribulation years.


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p. 471, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� Center-column note of Ezekiel 44:24. The King James Study Bible, Thomas Nelson, p. 1259, Liberty University, 1988. 


� Supernatural: The Life of William Branham, Book Three: The Man and His Commission (1946-1950) p. 161.


� Supernatural: The Life of William Branham, Book Three: The Man and His Commission (1946-1950) p. 164.


� Supernatural: The Life of William Braham, Book Four: The Evangelist and His Acclamation (1951-1954) p.63.


� Signs and Wonders, Maria Woodworth-Etter, pp. 370, 377, 378, Whitaker House, PA, 1997.


� Signs and Wonders, Maria Woodworth-Etter, p. 380, Whitaker House, PA, 1997.


� The Century of the Holy Spirit (100 Year of Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal), Vinson Synan, p. 53, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN, 2001.


� One of the primary intercessors of the Azusa Street Revival. 


� Azusa Street, Frank Bartleman, p. 112, Whitaker House, PA, 1982.


� The author witnessed this as all the congregations of San Nicholas gathered to hear a prophet speak but God’s Shekinah overtook us all. 


� A sign (semeion) is defined as a miracle, sign, token, or wonder and a token (endeigma) as a manifest sign including the miracle of our salvation and other signs and wonders and miracles.


� Animal blood used for the OC but the spotless Blood of Jesus for the NC. Remember, both covenants are described and attached to these mounts in Hebrews 12:18-21 for the OC and Hebrews 12:22-24.


� The KJV Parallel Bible Commentary, Edward E. Hindon and Woodrow. M Kroll, p. 1306, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN 1994. Writes this as referring to a natural tabernacle on natural mount Zion by a remnant of Israel before the Millennial reign of Christ. Certainly the 144,000 Jews will rebuild the ministry after the Church is raptured. 


� There are three feast (mowed) seasons: Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. Pentecost (Shavuot) is the mowed the Church is to fulfill. Jesus fulfilled Passover (Pesach) which we recall through the Sacrament of Communion.  


� Isaiah 61 is entitled “The Future Glory of Zion.” The King James Study Bible, Thomas Nelson, p. 1091, Liberty University, 1988.


� Or “defence” in some KJV. 


� Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Samuel P. Tregelles, p. 465, Baker Book House, MI, 1979.


� Not only in the peaceful times of Jerusalem in the Millennial reign. 


� Amos’s and Joel’s ministries overlapped in time.


�Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible, Finnis J. Dake, Old Testament p. 578, Dake Bible Sales, GA, 1992. 


� Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts, Thomas Nelson, p. 253, Thomas Nelson, Inc., TN, 1996.


� The KJV Parallel Bible Commentary, Edward E. Hindson and Woodrow M. Kroll, p. 51, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN, 1984.


� An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, W.E. Vine, p. 958, Thomas Nelson Publishers, TN.


� Webster’s New World College Dictionary Fourth Edition, Michael Agnes, p. 1220. Macmillan, NY 1999.








